[2 cases of arthrogryposis].
The authors report two cases of arthrogryposis in two children of 7 1/2 and 13 years; the diagnostic criteria were those of Fisher, combining the joint limitations present since birth in at least two different regions, the absence of progressive neurological involvement, and evident amyotrophy. The different etiopathogenic theories are then discussed: review of the literature concerning cases of myopathic arthrogryposis is not very useful; the twelve cases mentioned in the literature are not homogenous, the histopathological findings were very variable, and the histoenzymological studies have been insufficient. The combination of neurological anomalies with arthrogryposis is undeniable (cerebral atrophy, depopulation of the anterior cornu, anterior radicular changes). They are not always present, however, and are insufficient to explain the symptoms. Consideration should be given to the question of whether the importance of the changes in the connective tissue are not underestimated: the proliferation of the connective tissue is, in fact, most of the time, the essential feature to be seen in a histological section. In connection with this "connective theory" it is important to recall the work of Ionasescu et al. (1970) who demonstrated in vitro the excessive synthesis of connective proteins in the muscles of patients with arthrogryposis.